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In Business 8 Years

Sales =

Neat Professional Installations

HccTy

1080P LIVE
1080P RECORD
1080P PLAYBACK

HD SDI DVR

DRBEEEEE

(646) 420-5061 -

Service =

Wholesale — Retail / Commercial & Residential

ALL BORO SEGURITY SYSTEMS

Installation

Experienced ¢ Fast Service

¢ Security For Home & Business

* FREE Estimates. Low Price Guarantee. Best Service.
* More Than 1000 Businesses & Homes Are
Protected By Our Security Systems
* 2-Year Warranty On All Systems

o We Install New & Upgrade Your System

¢ High Definition Cameras & Recorders

Call Today For A Free Estimate

1-800-296-2177
285 5" Ave., Suite 454, Brooklyn, NY 11215

e www.absscctv.com

(347) 449-4301

View Your Home
or Business Via the Web
with Select System

visa

—www . ghorbanews.com
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On Tuesday, February 12, the Ministry of
Education of Afghanistan (ANIM) presented a
programofAfghanfolk and European classical
music at Carnegie Hall. His Excellency
Mohammad Asif Nang., Deputy Minister of
Education greeted the audience, reflecting on
the importance of supporting the endeavors
of the ANIM to provide the opportunity for
every girl and boy in Afghanistan to have the
opportunity to study music and contribute to
the world music community. He explained
what playing Carnegie Hall meant to the
young musicians and his country. His people,
he said, are ‘fed up with war” and “pray for
peace.” He ended by saying, “‘Long live peace,
long live our friendship.”

Dr. Ahmad Sarmast, the founder and director
of ANIM and first Afghan to achieve a Ph.D in
music returned to his home country with the
goal of reaching all economic levels to teach
Afghan youth the universal language of music
as a message of peace. He believed that this
education would restore the central role of
music always held in Afghan culture and bind
the country together.

This concert was staged in conjunction with
the Scarsdale High School Orchestra and did
include some of the instructors of ANIM. The
orchestral layout common in the West was
altered only to include low carpet-covered
risers in the center of the orchestra on which
the (mostly) young (and one very young)
Afghan players sat cross-legged (the boys)

World

Ensembles of Afghanistan National Institute of Music

sitars, rubabs) and percussion (table, dhol,
zerbahali) instruments. These musicians were
varied by each piece.

A shortfilmwas shown on the accomplishments
and awards of the ANIM such as the 2009 Musical
Rights Award of the International Music Council
and the David Chow Humanitarian award for Dr.
Sarmastin recognition of his “brave an selfless”™
efforts to rebuild and promote music education
in Afghanistan.

Conductor for the concert was American
violinist and composer William Harvey who also
serves as violin and viola teacher at the ANIM.
The program began with three Afghan tunes,
the first of which was Awal Mir, featuring ANIM’s
female students to symbolize its commitment to
girls’ education. The full complement of Afghan
instruments were put to good use.

These pieces were followed by a piano and violin
duet of a Chopin Nocturne. The audience was
obviously amazed at the very young age of the
pianist. It was a moment of traditional classical
music. As Dr. Sarmast says, “European
composers are not just for Europe. They are
for the world!”

The highlight before intermission was the
orchestra’s version of Ravel's Bolero. One
of the world’s most popular pieces, this was
especially thrilling with the addition of the
Afghan traditional instruments.

The second half of the program presented
Antonio Vivaldi’s Four Seasons reimagined to
depict an Afghan story in all its parts.

When the final piece of the evening, a popular
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the exuberant Afghans in the audience
immediately fell in with rhythmic clapping.
This piece was applauded until the orchestra
played an encore.

Altogether a very enjoyable and inspiring
evening. Many in the audience (this reporter
included) came away with a heightened view

playing the traditional Afghan stringed (egs.

Afghan folk song,

Shakoko jan, began, oftheAfghan people,their culture and talents.

Boston Symphony Orchestra

Performing at Carnegie Hall on April 3, under the baton of
guest conductor, Rafael Friihbeck de Burgos, the orchestra
began and ended with works originally premiered by Boston.
Konzertmusik for Strings and Brass had been a commission
for its composer, Paul Hindemith, in 1931 in honor of the
Boston Symphony Orchestra’s 50th anniversary. The strings
and brass present a counterpoint which is richly imbued by
the extra large string section. In the second movement, the
solo brass provided a haunting cry. Several times, during the
piece, | was reminded of Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess. Since
it was written in 1934 and Konzertmusik in 1931, one might
ponder if Gershwin were familiar with the piece.

The last offering was the Hungarian composer, Bela Bartok’s
Concerto for Orchestra which had also been commissioned for
and premiered by the Boston Symphony Orchestra (in 1944).
Boston’s music director at the time, Serge Koussevitsky,
praised the Concerto as “the best orchestra pieces of the last
25 years.” Written for five movements, it ranges from the
mysterious to folk melodies. The second movement, “Games
of Pairs,” showcases duets by several different instruments.
Bartok was famous for his *“night music” which appears here
in the third movement, followed by a rowdy interlude in the
fourth intended as an insult to Shostakovich. In the finale, |
could picture riding to the hounds.

In between these came perhaps the most thrilling part of the
evening, Garrick Ohlsson playing Sergei Rachmaninoff’s
Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini, Op. 43, for Piano and
Orchestra. Mr. Ohlsson did not disappoint. His delivery was a
joy for the senses; his command was thorough; his economy
of motion (yet graceful) most satisfying. He seemed to enjoy it
as much as his audience which gave him several curtain calls,
hoping no doubt, for an encore.

The orchestra sounded rich and full throughout all three pieces.
The concertmistress contributing an especially luxuriant solo
interlude in duet with the piano in the Rachmaninoff.

—WWW.§ horbanews.com

‘Chavez’s legacy likely to lead Venezuela’s future’

is unlikely to change Hugo Chavez’s anti-neo liberal
tradition, political science professor at Brooklyn College
Gregory Wilpert said on Tuesday.

He made the remarks during a lecture, assessing the
legacy of the late populist leader Hugo Chavez and the
direction the Latin American country is heading, held at
the University of Jordan.

As Venezuelans are heading for polls on April 14 to elect a new president,
Wilpert spoke of the late charismatic leader’s social golinies, notably halving
poverty down to 6.4 per cent since he took office in 1999.

“The real problems facing Venezuela today are the economy’s dependency on
oil, crime, political inefficiency and US interference,” Wilpert told the audience
in a live session rife with polarised opinions.

Electedin 1999, Chavez introduced a series of reforms, known as the*Bolivarian
Missions”, to address issues of health, education and housing among others,
while improving the living standards of 29 million Venezuelans. Yet the country
still has the highest crime rate in the continent, the professor noted.

Although interim Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro and pro-US opposition
leader of Mesa de la Unidad Democracia (MUD) Henrique Capriles have different
positions on both domestic and foreign policies, they will have to deal with the
same issues, according to the academic.

Chavez’s clear anti-neo liberal standpoint, which was translated into cold
diplomatic relations with the US, however, might be at stake during these
elections, Wilpert observed.

“Maduro will definitely surf on the wave of sympathy which followed Chavez’s
death... and is more likely to win. The campaign has been very aggressive
and this shows the panic from the opposition’s side,” Wilbert told The Jordan
Times on the sidelines of the lecture.

“Capriles, being pro-American and of Jewish origin, might change the nature of
relations with the Arab world if he doesn’t play with double standards as many
other countries do,” Venezuela’s Ambassador to Jordan Fausto Fernandez
Borge told The Jordan Times.

The non-alignment policy is one of the aspects that could bring Jordan and
Venezuela closer, Executive Director and General Coordinator of the Arab-
Latin American Forum Hassan Rahman told The Jordan Times.

Efforts to build on the commonalities between both countries led to the Arab-
Latin American Forum, held in Abu Dhabi in December 2012 and which will
culminate in the creation of the Council on Arab Relations with Latin America
and the Caribbean, Rahman said.

“es—ms GHORBA — The new presidential election in Venezuela
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If Afghanistan, Why Not Egypt?

Itis encouraging to see how
many countries are making
use of “soft power” to spread
their message. Recently |
attended a symposium at the
United Nations onthe Role of
Interfaith Dialogue in Peace-
building & Empowerment
of Women. Speakers from
several Islamic and mostly
Islamic countries presented,
including His Excellency
Ambassador Osama
Abdelkhalek of Egypt. He
spoke eloquently of the need
for women’s rights to be
understood and promoted.
While his talk focused on
women'’s rights, it occurred
to me that he was conveying
an even greater message
about Egypt. If the country
— experiencing great unrest
and a depressed economy
— can deal with all the
emergencies AND still
strive for greater women’s
rights, what does that tell us
about Egypt? During these
times of revolution when
all the negative aspects of
a country are broadcast
daily, it becomes even more
imperative that positive
news reach the public as
a counterbalance to all the
negativity.

Another very inspiring event
took place at Carnegie
Hall on February 12. (See
separate article [Afghanistan
National Institute of Music]

and music review.) After
more than a decade of war in
Afghanistan, | would venture
to estimate that 90% (if not
more) of my fellow Americans
view Afghans as extremists
who are devoid of culture
in the arts. Apart from the
ethnic Afghans, the balance
of the audience for this
concert came solely because
they were interested in the
music. You might even say,
there was a mild curiosity to
see what could come from a
country of such apparently
violent and lawless ways.

In the first instant when the
Afghan Deputy Minister of
Education spoke, the entire
audience in Carnegie Hall
experienced the crumbling
of their negative view of
Afghanistan to be replaced
with a (miraculous) new
concept of the Afghan people.
Amazing! This representative
of his country voiced an
interest in the very same
things that we in America
want — peace, education,
avenues to demonstrate our
cultural heritage. Little did
we know before that a country
in the middle of war could
still concentrate on opening
opportunities for their young
to learn the international
language of music.

It was like a mini tour to a
peaceful and culturally rich
Afghanistan we had never

Audience members

known.
buzzed about it during the

intermission. Several were
overheard saying “l never
knew that Afghanistan was
capable of such culture. It
makes me want to visit and
meet these people who seem
so gentle.”

Inthe space of two hours, over
2,500 people learned that the
evening news only tells a part
of the story of Afghanistan
and that story is mostly about
war. And those 2,500 people
all went home and told so
many others how surprised
they were to see this side of
the Afghan people.

Well, if Afghanistan can do it,
why not Egypt?
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Rightly or wrongly, Egypt is
being viewed through the
lens of the spectacular. When
that news is essentially the
only source Americans have
to know a country, it will be
lopsided to the negative. |
learned many years ago that
we humans learn not from
lectures but from behavior.
No matter how often | tell
potential travelers to Egypt
about the people and the
country, once there, they
are always surprised how
gracious the Egyptian people
are. How to reach those who
cannot manage such a trip?
Bring Egypt here (just as the
Afghans did)!

The most obvious vehicle

for that is through cultural
performances. They reach
large numbers of people
who are then stimulated
to visit the country
(thus contributing to the
economy). Egypt is gifted
with antiquities that are of
world interest and the only
thing preventing tourism
nowis fear. It’'stimefor Egypt
to enlighten Americans
about its true nature.

A very powerful option for
promoting Egypt would be
an Egyptian Cultural Center,
located in Manhattan for
maximumexposure. Wehave
seen that other countries’
cultural centers — through
a variety of programs and
events - are successful
in educating Americans
about their countries and
motivating involvement in
tourism and investment. It
is remarkable that a country
of the size and importance
to the region of Egypt does
not maintain such a center.
As with national cultural
performances, the expense
associated with such a
center would be minimal
when compared to the gains
in positive influence.

| encourage the powers that
be to create such a center
which will be a tremendous
benefit for all involved.

www.ghorbanews. com
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Tom Hanks is a «Lucky Guy» on Broadway

M aking his Broadway debut,
two-time Oscar winner Tom
Hanks portrays Mike McAlary,
the Pulitzer-winning tabloid
journalist of the 80’s and 90’s.
If you lived in New Yorkinthose
days, you heard McAlary’s
voice through his columns in
the Daily News and Post as he
alternated between the two. As
the playwright, Nora Ephron,
wrote, “it was a good time for
tabloids” and McAlary made
the most of it.

We see him in the newsrooms
and bars he frequented with
his “Irish gang” who serve as

a Greek chorus to fill in the
pieces of his life. He made no
bones about being an investigative reporter
who would go to all ends for a story. He
was befriended by the cops who may have
considered him almost one of them. Even so,

he covered some of the most famous stories of

the time such as police corruption in the 77th
Precinct and the police abuse of Abner Louima.
He treasured his wife and children but his
passion was first and foremost journalism.
Nora Ephron shared this as she writes in
“Journalism, A Love Story.” | was fortunate
to see the show with a journalist friend who
had the one complaint | had too — namely the
excessive profanity. She agreed that there
was much swearing in the newsroom but

never to the extent heard here. The constant
hammering of it was a case of “more is less.”
By overuse, it diminished any positive jolt it
could have delivered.

After some of the weak debuts of film stars on
Broadway in recent years, | was so pleased
to see that Mr. Hanks was every bit the
consummate actor on stage as we've seen
in films. He depicted both the rough edges
and the vulnerability of life’s crises. He is well
supported by an outstanding cast. Kudos as
well to Director George C. Wolfe who captures
the drama of the time.

Lucky Guy at Broadhurst Theatre, 235 West
44th Street, Manhattan, (212)-239-6200,
telecharge.com for tickets.

Fleeing Herod
A Journey Through Coptic Egypt With The Holy Family

By James Cowan

Desperate to escape the fury of King Herod
Antipas, Joseph, Mary and Mary's servant, Salome,
fled to Egypt with the baby Jesus. For three years,
as they journeyed through the country, primarily
near the Nile, they faced continual challenges to
stay ahead of the pursuing agents of the king.
Joseph had to find work at each stop to sustain
the family. Compounding their trials was the fact
that they did not speak the local language which
only served to isolate them more and highlight
them as strangers, making their constant flight
all the more necessary bhefore word reached their
pursuers.

James Cowan escorts us following in the steps of
the Holy Family. Referring to ancient texts such
as the 6th century Arabic Gospel of the Infancy of
the Savior and, as his itinerary guide, The Vision
of Theophilus, written by 4th century Patriarch
Theophilus of Alexandria, he follows their
route. In visiting the numerous monasteries and
churches that have developed along the route, we
learn of the various miracles attributed to the baby
Jesus from sprouting springs in the desert near
“The Tree of Saint Mary,” footprints left in stone
with powerful effects, “The Well of the Cloud.”
Perhaps surprisingly, we see that the Holy Family

often passed by sites of religious significance to
ancient Egypt.

Many prophesies come alive, the most outstanding
being the Christ child prophesying to his mother
that the two thieves who have chased them in much
of their trip will come to be crucified along with him
in Jerusalem.

Cowan points out that “Copts regard themselves
as keepers of the original tradition. Not only did
they offer haven to the Holy Family but they gave
Christianity its intellectual foundation through the
work of early theologians. Copts are therefore
synonymous with the birth of Christianity as a world
religion.”

In this modern day trip, we hear about the many
variations of acetic now practicing in Egypt — the
anchorites, the sowah (who may be heard but are
never seen). The theme of mystic asceticism runs
throughout.

The farthest pointin theirtrip and a place where they
were able to stay for six months is Mount Qussgam.
According to the author, it has become the most
sacred place in Egypt, and a place of pilgrimage.
While there, Joseph has a dream that Herod is dead.
They are finally able to return to Palestine.

The irony of fleeing to exile in Egypt will not be lost
on the reader. “We are all exiles in this world. The
journey ofthe Holy Family teaches us to endure such
an exile as a transition to another plane altogether.”
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Broadway Theatre Reviews

The main character

in Truman Capote’s play
M about a elfin waif in the
%s] 1940°s , around whom
the play should swirl, is
named Holly Golighty
When that happens - as
it did in the well-known
movie version in 1961,
the play is a delight. When the Holly character
does not convey that spirit, the play sags which
is unfortunately what happens here. Of course
the comparison to Audrey Hepburn in the movie is
inevitable, but even allowing for a new approach,
this production just cannot lift off.

| found myself straining with the actors, hoping
for some glimpse of a resonating emotion. If you
worried that this play was all froth, don’t worry. It's
leaden. Even the very gratuitous nudity didn’'t perk
up the audience as it broke what was about to be a
very tender moment, turning it to just a gimmick to
sell tickets. The actors cannot deliver the requisite
emotion to underscore the play's revelations.
When we at last see Holly's big secret, it comes
less as a surprise and more as relief that the play
is nearly over.

The one performer who got an enthusiastic
response from the audience was Vito Vincent, the
pet cat Holly keeps. While there was a possibility
of his adlibbing, in the performance | saw, he
followed scripttoa T

Breakfast At Tiffany's at Cort Theatre.

g | Almost 30 years  after
PAULO the Apocryphal Gospels
COELHO were found near Nag

Hammadi, Egypt, an English

Muanuscript

Found in Accra | @rcheologist,  Sir  Walter
Wilkinson, discovered
another manuscript. This

one ariginated in Accra and
has been carbon dated to as
late as the 13th century A.D.
Paul Coehlo received a copy of the manuscript
from Wilkinson's son and transcribes it here.

In 1099, as the crusaders gather outside the city
walls, preparing their attack, the city dwellers
congregate to hear the wise words and advise of
a man known only as “the Copt.” Along with the
patriarchs of the three religions that had settled in
Jerusalem, he addresses the crowd and answers
questions on a myriad of subjects pertinent to
those preparing for war or — for that matter — just
the human condition. These range from success,
defeat, beauty, the true meaning of solitude and
love.

While there is a pervasive spiritual tone to the
manuscript, the Copt also counsels them onissues
that are at once universal, timeless and seemingly
“new age.” He warns about the danger of betrayal
with examples that any corporate employee could
identify with. He stresses the importance of
following one's own path, resisting the opinion of
the crowd. Perhaps this is the original self-help
book?

His best advice for prayer: Give us this day, Lord,
our daily miracle.

This tiny book speaks volumes in its simple, clear
messages.

4

Wanted in Staten Island NY, Housekeeper who
knows how to cook arabic/palestinian food. This
person will be a mother:s helper..who will help with the
home and 2 children. Must be able to speak English/
Arabic. Flexible hours and days. Prefer a Live-in. 2-3

days to start, may increase later.

For more information please call

646-584-6418.
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5th Ave King

M:d—Eastern & Turkish food

6824 5th Ave brooklyn NY 1 1220
718-238-9696
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