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Buy your own ATM

For $1,750!

Simply sign a Processing Agreement with us and
receive a $200 rebate making the price $1550

We offer competitive pricing to all sales agents.
BUY YOUR OWN ATM
AND REAP THE PROFITS...
CALL US TODAY!
Ao el LIt cLoY dols Oladks

888-409-9658

33-42 9TH Street

Long Island City, NY

e @atmworld

BORO SECURITY SYSTEM
_SALES . SERVICE . INSTALLATION

EUAS 9 J3LH g O Momall A3 11 S yelS ﬁ#*&gu&&ﬁ%‘jm‘u
HB@@i&Mhthﬂij.@thﬂhaﬁﬂl Pyl 3}4.'!-’!
ATM il ras Lt doe 30

Professional Security and Network Solutions B S S
for SOLUTION
HOMES & BUSINESS At www.{bss.us
Affordable Prices

Call: 718- 906- 1389/ 347- 449- 4301
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INDEPENDENCE BROKRAGE, INC.
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The Five Pillar of Islam

e 1)FAITH

There is no god worthy of wo -
ship except God and Muhammad
isHismessenger . Thisdeclaration
of faith is called the Shahada. a
simpleformulawhichallthefait -
fulpronounce. InArabic. thefirst
partis lailahailla Llah - ‘there is
nogodexceptGod';ilaha(god)can
refertoanythingwhichwemaybe
tempted to putin place of God -
wealth . power . andthelike. Then
comesillallah: ‘exceptGod'. the
sourceofallCreation . Thesecond
partoftheShahadaisMuhamm -
dun rasulu'Llah: 'Muhammad is
themessengerofGod .’ Amessage
of guidance has come through a
man like ourselves.

The Shahada inscribed overe -
trance to Ottoman
TopkapiPalacethemuseumco -
tains a mantle
wornbytheProphet. amongother
treasures).

Istanbul.

e 2) PRAYER
Salatisthenamefortheobligatory
prayers which are performed five
times aday. and areadirectlink
betweentheworshipperandGod .
Thereis no hierarchical authority
in Islam. and no priests. so the
prayersareledbyalearned person
who knows the Quran. chosen
by the congregation . These five
prayers contain verses from the
Quran. and are said in Arabic.
the language of the Revelation.
but personal supplication can be
offered in one’'s own language.
Prayers are said atdawn. noon.
mid-afternoon . sunsetandnigh -
fall . andthusdeterminetherhythm
of the entire day . Although itis
preferable to worship togetherin
amosque. aMuslimmaypraya -
mostanywhere. suchasinfields.
offices . factoriesand universities .

Help

Wanted

Visitors to the Muslim world are
struck by the centrality of prayers
in daily life.

Atranslation of the Call to Prayer
IS:

God is most great. God is most
great.

God is most great. God is most
great.

Itegtifymatthere isnogodexcept
God .
Itestifythatthereisnogodexcept
God.

I testify that Muhammad is the
messenger of God .

I testify that Muhammad is the
messenger of God .

Come to prayer: Come to prayer:
Come to success (in this life and
the Hereafter)

Come to success!

God is most great. God is most
great.

There is no god except God .

e 3) THE "ZAKAT

One of the mostimportant pri -
ciples of Islam is that all things
belongtoGod . and thatwealth is
thereforeheld byhumanbeingsin
trust. Thewordzakatmeansboth
‘purification’ and ‘growth’. Our
possessions are purified by se -
ting aside a proportion for those
in need . and. like the pruning of
plants . thiscuttingbackbalances
and encourages new growth .
Each Muslim calculates his or her
own zakatindividually . For most
purposesthisinvolvesthepayment
eachyearoftwoandahalfpercent
of one’s capital .

Zakat keeps the money

flowing within a

society . Cairo.

A pious person may also give
as much as he or she pleases as
sadaqa. anddoessopreferablyin
secret. Althoughthiswordcanbe

translated as voluntary charity’ it
hasawidermeaning . TheProphet
said ‘'even meeting your brother
with a cheerful face is charity .’
The Prophet said: ‘Charity is a
necessity for every Muslim. "He
was asked: 'Whatif a person has
nothing? The Prophet replied:
'He should work with his own
handsforhisbenefitandthengive
something outofsuchearningsin
charity ." TheCompanionsasked:
‘Whatifheisnotabletowork? The
Prophetsaid: 'Heshouldhelppoor
andneedypersons . TheCompa -
ionsfurtherasked Whatifheca -
notdoeventhat? TheProphetsaid
‘Heshouldurgeotherstodogood -
The Companions said 'Whatifhe
lacks thatalso? The Prophetsaid
'Heshouldcheckhimselffromd -
ing evil. That is also charity .’

e 4) THE FAST
EveryyearinthemonthofRam -
dan. all Muslims fast from first
light until sundown. abstaining
fromfood . drink . andsexualrel -
tions . Thosewhoaresick . elderly .
oronajourney . and women who
arepregnantornursingarepermi —
tedtobreakthefastandmakeupan
equal number of days later in the
year . Iftheyarephysicallyunable
todothis. they mustfeed aneedy
person foreverydaymissed . Chi -
dren begin to fast(and toobserve
theprayer) frompuberty . although
many start earlier.

Although the fast is most be -
eficialtothehealth . itisregarded
principallyasamethod ofselfp -
rification. By cutting oneself off
fromworldly comforts. even fora
shorttime. afasting persongains
truesympathy with thosewhogo
hungry as well as growth in one’s
spiritual life.

» 5) PILGRIMAGE (Hajj)
Theannual pilgrimagetoMakkah
— the Hajj - is an obligation only

DAYS A WEEK 9:30 TO 7:00 6
WORK IN JAMAICA QUEENS
PLEASE CALL 516 5231099
EXPERIENCED ONLY

<Ghorba Newss

for those who are physically and
financiallyabletoperformit. Ne -
ertheless. abouttwomillionpe -
ple go to Makkah each year from
everycorneroftheglobeproviding
aunique opportunity for those of
differentnationstomeetonea -
other. AlthoughMakkahisalways
filled withvisitors . theannualHajj
beginsin thetwelfth month ofthe
Islamic year (which is lunar. not
solar. so that Hajj and Ramadan
fallsometimesinsummer. som —
times in winter). Pilgrims wear
special clothes: simple garments
which strip away distinctions of
classandculture. sothatallstand
equal before God .

Pilgrims praying atthe mosquein
Makkah .

Therites ofthe Hajj . which areof
Abrahamicorigin . includecircling
theKabaseventimes. andgoing
seven times between themou -
tains of Safa and Marwa as did
Hagarduringhersearchforwater.
Then the pilgrims stand together
onthewideplainof Arafaandjoin
in prayers for God's forgiveness.
in what is often thought of as a
preview of the Last Judgment.
InpreviouscenturiestheHajjwas
anarduous undertaking . Today .
however. Saudi Arabia provides
millions of people with water.
modern transport. and the most
up-to-date health facilities.

Pilgrim tents during Hajj.
ThecloseoftheHajjis marked by
afestival . theEidal-Adha . which
iscelebrated with prayersandthe
exchangeofgiftsin Muslimco -
munities everywhere . This. and
theEid al-Fitr. afeast-dayco -
memoratingtheendofRamadan .
arethemain festivalsoftheMu —
lim calendar.

EXPERIENCED SALES PERSON WANTED H el p

Wanted
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By Mona Aboul-Hassan

“Read... Read... Read...”. This
was the first order from Allah to
the last prophet to mankind, Mo-
hamed (may the peace and bless-
ings of Allah be upon him), to
imply the very strong relationship
between knowledge and religion.
This relationship, which we have
misunderstood and (indirectly)
ignored through the last few hun-
dred years, which we can call the
“backward” period, is the key for
any attempt to restore the current
situation of being a “Third World”
back to the glorious years of the
Islamic nation. Some people think
that the reason behind this back-
wardness is the political or the ed-
ucational system, but I believe that
the lack of understanding and prac-
ticing religion and its relationship
with science and knowledge along
with underestimating science and
knowledge, and the claim that they
are not of the religion’s priorities,
are the main reasons.

It is worth noting that “Read” here
means “‘critical reading”, which
points to a logical process that in-
cludes:

1- Looking around to the phenom-
ena of the universe and its crea-
fures.

2- Thinking deeply about them,
about how they work, and what
they mean.

3- Realizing the facts behind
them.

4- Formulating your conclusions
and theories.

5- Putting those facts, theories, and
conclusions together to build “sci-
ence’.

Allah is the One and only creator of
the universe. This is the only solid

Science & Religion

and 100% accurate truth. Based
on this, every thing in the world
should be pointing to this creator,
“The creature points to its creator”,
Consequently, all sciences that are
related to the creature should be
pointing to the creator too, so they
are related to religion someway or
another, whether directly or indi-
rectly. This is quite logical! This
is the cormnerstone and the aim be-
hind Allah’s order to read, see, and
think in order to reach the truth of
the only creator.

You will find that the majority of
people nowadays look at science
as a way of gaining money, which
1s valid to some extent, but they
don’t pay much attention to “learn-
ing” as much as they give to “earn-
ing” a degree in order to find a
good job! They even may forget all
about what they have been taught
once they get what they want. Is
this what Allah meant by telling us
“read”? Is this the kind of “knowl-
edge’ that will lead its owner to be-
lief? Is this what our nation needs?
Of course not.

I believe that “leamning™ in the
right way using the logical process
I mentioned previously is much
more effective in terms of restoring
and enhancing faith. And this is a
scientific fact itself, as the knowl-
edge, and consequently faith, that
are gained after a hard thinking
process will be much more effec-
tive, creative, and stronger than
blind faith which is gained after
being “told” that this thing or mat-
ter is true. And this 1s, as I believe,
what Allah was pointing to when
He ordered us to look into His crea-
tures and learn. Allah even men-
tioned this kind of knowledge be-
fore the religion related sciences in
many places in the Qur'an, which
indicates the great importance of
scientific knowledge to the extent
of coming before religious knowl-
edge.

JE., shorba Newg";
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may say that science and knowl-
edge are not so important and that
they can come in the 4th or 5th
place when we talk about the pri-
orities of our religion, and we can
separate them and still have great
strong faith! The relation between
science & religion is a two-sided
relation moving in both directions
from science to religion, and from
religion to science and improving
one will improve the other. And
so, science and knowledge are at-
tached to religion and can never be
separated.

Another major reason as I see it,
is our rigidity while dealing with
science especially when it comes
to some critical cross points with
religion and beliefs, or even expla-
nations of some major Qur'an &
Hadeeth commentators of ours. It
is known that those explanations
were built on the knowledge these
commentators had at that time, and
hence it 1s normal for those expla-
nations to get changed along with

edge. This is also logical, the more
you see, the more you know and
the wider your thinking becomes.
And it i1s valid that we use some
new scientific facts to understand
verses of Qur an, for example. But
the problem is that we look at those
commentators as if they were mes-
sengers of Allah and hence what-
ever they said is believed to be true
and valid forever.

Because of all the above, I believe
that any attempt to remedy our na-
tion’s current situation has to start
from rebuilding the Islamic mind-
set by changing our way of practic-
ing religion and the way we look
and deal with science and knowl-
edge. Changing the political sys-
tems only will not do it, changing
the educational systems only will
not do it either. We need to change
our beliefs and our mindset in or-
der to give science the attention
and importance it is worth as our
great religion ordered us to.
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