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History making in NJ

On Friday, October 24, 2008 Gov-
emmor Jon Corzine, surrounded by
elected officials, activists and lead-
ers of the Muslim and Arab-Amer-
ican community, signed an execu-
tive order at the Passaic County
Technical Institute in Wayne, cre-
ating the New Jersey Arab-Ameri-
can Heritage Commission, the first
of its kind in the nation.

In this historic signing ceremony,
Govemnor Jon Corzine emphasized
New Jersey’s diversity and the
contributions of more than 120,000
Arab-Americans in the state.

For more than two years, leaders
and activists of the Arab-American
community have been pushing for
the creation of the Arab-American
Heritage Commission; to highlight
the Arab-American history in the
United States that goes back more
than more than three centuries.

Mr. Mehdi Eliefifi, President of the
New Jersey Outreach Group, LL.C
said “The office of the Governor

N

2008/10/24

has been working very hard on the
selection process for the last sever-
al weeks”. Several members of the
office of the Governor had intense
discussions, and made hundreds
of calls, to make sure that the se-
lected members represents all seg-
ments of the Arab-American com-
munity in New Jersey. Al Alvarez,
Amber Oakley, Terry West, Mada
Liebman and others were very m-
strumental in making sure that the
commission represents most of the
geographic areas of New jersey
The 25-member commission is
chaired by Hany Mawla, a North
Brunswick attorney, will help co-
ordinating events observing the
heritage, culture and history of
Arab-Americans, as well as work
with schools to ensure that cur-
riculum reflects the state’s diverse
population.

In their address to more than 700
attendes, Govemor Corzine and
Rep. Bill Pascrell referred to the

i shorba Newg";

remarks made by Colin Powell on
«Meet the Press», when he spoke
about the false rumors that Sen. Ba-
rack Obama is Muslim and asked,
«Is there something wrong with
being Muslim m this country?».
Gorzine made a reference to the
death of Kareem Rashad Sultan
Khan, a Mushm soldier from New
Jersey who was killed in Iraq on
Aug. 6, 2007.

Pascrell emphasized Paterson’s
strong Arab community and the
need to counter stereotypes and ra-
cial profiling. «The day of litmus
tests over who is a good American
and who is not a good American is
over,» Pascrell said.

The Commission consists of twen-
ty-five (25) members, which shall
include eighteen (18) public mem-
bers, who are residents of the State
of New Jersey and seven (7) ex-
officio members.

NEW JERSEY ARAB-AMERI-
CAN HERITAGE COMMISSION

appoimntees are Hany A. Mawla,
Esq. (North Brunswick, Middle-
gsex), Abraham A. Kasbo (West
Caldwell, Essex), Aref Assaf, Ph.D.
(Denville, Moiris), Salaheddin
Mustafa (Clifton, Passaic), Ginan
Rauf (Franklin Lakes, Bergen),
Ahmed Soliman (Maple Shade,
Burlington), Eman A. Hamad,
M.D. (Voorhees, Camden), Ramy
Adam Eid, Esq. (Jersey City, Hud-
son), Philip M. Kayal, Ph.D. (Or-
ange, Essex), Samer E. Khalaf,
Esq. (Paramus, Bergen), Youssef
Abdul-Samad (Emerson, Bergen),
Stham Alfred, Ed.D. (Somerset,
Somerset), Morad A. Abou-Sabe’,
Ph.D. (Titusville, Mercer), Taw-
fiq Bargawi (Sewell, Gloucester),
Montaha Deeb (Clifton, Passaic),
Anisa Mehdi (Maplewood, Essex),
Sarah Slaiman (Franklin Park,
Somerset), Pinar Kayaalp, Ph.D.
(Tenafly, Bergen)
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Buy your own ATM

For $1,750!

Simply sign a Processing Agreement with us and
receive a $200 rebate making the price $1550

We offer competitive pricing to all sales agents.
BUY YOUR OWN ATM
AND REAP THE PROFITS...
CALL US TODAY!
Ao el LIt cLoY dols Oladks

888-409-9658

33-42 9TH Street

Long Island City, NY

e @atmworld

BORO SECURITY SYSTEM
_SALES . SERVICE . INSTALLATION

EUAS 9 J3LH g O Momall A3 11 S yelS ﬁ#*&gu&&ﬁ%‘jm‘u
HB@@i&Mhthﬂij.@thﬂhaﬁﬂl Pyl 3}4.'!-’!
ATM il ras Lt doe 30

Professional Security and Network Solutions B S S
for SOLUTION
HOMES & BUSINESS At www.{bss.us
Affordable Prices

Call: 718- 906- 1389/ 347- 449- 4301
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Have you ever wondered
why the US presidential
candidatesspendsomuch
time hunting down votes
inplacessuchassmalltown
OhioandIowainstead of .
say . New York City or Los
Angeles?

Itis becausethe US has a
unique-andmanybelieve
uniquely flawed-systemof
electing its presidents.

"Thepopularvotedoesnot
reallymatterhere-wehave
somethingcalledtheele -
toral college ." says Ric -
ard Himelfarb. Hofstra
University politicalscience
professor.

The electoral college . he
explains. "is basically 51
separate elections in 50
states and the District of
Columbiawherevotesare
apportioned . with few
exceptions . on a plurality
winner takes all'basis."

Eachstateselectoralvotes
equal the number of all
their representatives in
congress. Youneed270to
win.

Swing states

Mostyears . themajorityof
bigstatesareeitherstrongly
Democratic —such asNew
York . California or Illinois
—orstronglyRepublicanas
with Texas and all of the
Deep South.

Butineveryelection.ca -
didates havetoreachb -
yond their "safe"stateturf
andgotothosestatesthat
are nearly evenly divided
between Democrats and
Republicans.

These are the so-—called
swingstates. Usuallythey
include Ohio. Florida.
Pennsylvaniaandahan -
fulofothers. althoughthis
yearseveralnormally-R -
publicanstatessuchasVi -

ginia and North Carolina
are added to the list.

Thesearethestateswhich
candidates need to reach
270collegevotes. So. that
ismostlywheretheyca -
paign - basically ignoring
the rest of the country .

"In aclose election where
we all have a stake in the
outcome. its really only
votersin10or12statesthat
matter . "saysRobRitchie.
directorofanelectoralco -
lege reform organisation

called National Popular |

Vote.
"Therestofusarejustspe —
tators.”

Mob rule?

Way back in 1789. the
framers of the US const -
tution were a bit nervous
about "democracy”.
Theydecidedtoputabuffer
betweenthepeopleandthe
positionofhighestpower .
"Back then . our framers
thoughtdemocracy wasa
dirty word . therule ofthe
mob." says Himelfarb.
"Theythoughttheelectors
wouldbethemostsophist —
catedandwell-informed ."
Nowadays. the electors
haveno power atall -they
are usually party officials
whogettogotoWashin -
ton a few weeks after the
electionjustto"certify"the
result.
Theframersalsonevera —
ticipated therise ofatwo-
party system.

They figured thatin every
election there would be
four . five. andmaybemore
candidates for president.
representing differentr -
gionsratherthandifferent
ideological orientations.
They may have assumed
that the electoral college
would preventanyofthese
"sectional"candidatesfrom
winning outright.

When that happens. the
US house of represent -
tivesgetsinontheactand
determines whoshallb —

comepresident(butthatis
a blog for another day).
Undemocratic outcomes?
The effect of the "winner
takesall"systemoftheco -
legeistogive many voters
asenseofdisenfranchis —
ment.

If you are a Democrat in
heavily-Republican Texas
or Idaho. you may feel
that your vote does not
count for much because
you know that your states
electoral votes will almost
certainlygototheRepu -
lican candidate.

Thesameistrueifyouare
aRepublicanvoterin. say .
MassachusettsorMaryland
~thosestatesalmostalways
givetheirelectoralvotesto
Democratic candidates.

Becausetheapportionment
ofelectoral votes does not
correspond exactly to the
states’ population. the
system occasionally fails -
leadingtosomeprofoundly
un-democraticoutcomes.

Four presidentsin US hi -
tory havewontheelectoral
collegeafteractuallylosing
the popular vote.

i shorba Newg";

Thelasttimethathappened
wasin2000. whenGeorge
Bush became president
even though Al Gore got
600.000 more votes.

Iftheelectoralcollegewere
abolished. presidential
campaignswouldbefardi -
ferent than what they are
today .

"Wewouldseecandidates
campaigningin population
centres [such as Houston
or Chicago] and no longer
making trips to states like
New Mexico. NewHam -
shire and West Virginia
whichareswingstatesbut
have few people."Hime -
farb says.

Changing the system
Polls show about 70 per
cent of Americans think
thecollegeisan anachr -
nismthatshouldbealtered
or abolished .

Butbecauseitisembedded
in the constitution. it is
nearlyimpossibletodoso.

Anamendmenttotheco -
stititionhastobepassed by
two-thirds of both houses
ofcongressandtwo-thirds
ofthestatesintheirlegisl -

tures.

Little states such as New
HampshireandIowa . and
biggerswingstatessuchas
Ohio andf Florida . like all
the attention they getu -
derthecurrentsystem. so
there would likely not be
enoughstatesagreeingtoa
constitutionalamendment
togetoverthattwo-thirds
threshold .

Severalstates . however.
are now working together
to change the system.

As Ritchie explains: "A
state. by passingourn -
tional popular vote plan.
saysWwearegivingallofour
electoral votestothewi -
ner of the popular vote in
all 50 states onceitisd -
cisive""

Thatplanwouldtakeeffect
onlywhenthestatesagre -
ingtotheideacontrolat -
tal ofatleast 270 electoral
votes.

Untilthattime . Americans
arestuckwithan 18th—ce -
tury system fortheir21st-
century elections.




companieshaveagreedonacode
of conduct to help determine the
kind of information they should
besharingwithgovernmentsand
protect the rights of individuals .

Th Agf@gﬂzgﬁnts unvezl web i

Thecode. drawn up GoogleInc.
Microsoft Corp and Yahoo Inc
aims to reduce thescopeofgo -
ernment requests that appear to
violate freespeechandotherh -
man rights principles.

Humanrightsgroups . academics
andinvestorswerealsoconsulted .
Critics have welcomed the move
asagood "firststep” . butsaythe
guidelinescontainmanyloopholes
and avoid specifics.

The "Global Network Initiative"
(GNI) unveiled in New York on
Tuesday . follows criticism that
Google. Microsoft and Yahoo -
amongothers—haveassistedce -
sorship of the internet especially
in China. Africa and the Middle
East.

According to the authors. the
guidelines provide a "syste -
aticapproach" for participants to
"worktogetherinresistingefforts
bygovernmentsthatseektoenlist
companies in acts of censorship
andsurveillancethatviolateinte -
national standards".

Theguidelinescommittechnology
firmsto"protectthefreedomofe -
pressionand privacyrightsoftheir
users"bytakinganarrowinterpr -
tationofgovernmentrequests for
informationorcensorship . andto
minimise cooperation .

Firms are also required to seek
written requests along with the
names and titles of the authori -
ing government officer. Leslie
Harris . head ofthe Washington-
based Center for Democracy and
Technology. one of the main
groups behind theinitiative . said
thecompaniesagreedtoconsider
rightsissuesbeforedecidingwhere
and how to set up shop.

BobBoorstin . Googlesdirectorof
policy communications . said the
release of the GNI was a "crucial

step”.

"The coming together ofall these
diverse companies and groups
is more likely to bring change in
governmentpoliciesthananyone
company working by itself." he
said.

Muchrecentattention hasfocused
on Chinasregulation oftheinte -
net and the close monitoring by
Chinese authorities of any online
dissent and political activity .

ButColin Maclay . acting director
of Harvard Universitys Berkman
Center for Internet and Society
said many of the tactics used in
China were spreading to other
countries.

"Thisisatrend weneedtocombat
and itis global in scale." hesaid.

"As more people get online the
problemisgoing togetworse. so
weneedtohaveanetworksolution
to address these problems."

Sanctions
Butscepticssayitisnotclearunder

theGNIwhatpractices . ifany . will
changebecauseitdoesnotbanany

i shorba Newg";

speciﬁcconductwhilmanyfthe

guidelinesarevagueandsubjectto
each companys discretion.

TheGNIisopen forothercomp -
nies to join and calls for thecr -
ationofanoversightorganisation
to review corporate practices.

However the documentcontains
notimelineordetailsonanysan -
tions thatcompanies mightface.

Paris-based Reporters Without
Borders pulled out of talks with
GNIfounderslastmonthandop -
ed not to endore the guidelines.
saying they contained "loopholes
and weak language".

On Tuesday thegroup welcomed
what it said was a "first step” but
said the guidelines did notgo far
enough in protectingonlinefre —
doms.

SpeakingtotheAssociated Press .
Morton Sklar . executive director
oftheWorld Organisation forH -
man Rights USA . praised thefact
thatmajorinternetcompaniesre —
ognised the "huge problem".

Butheadded "whats disappoin -
ing is thatthe amountofeffort ...

zghts code

T
o] |

didnt produce somethingore
substantial ."

Sklarwasamongagroupofacti -
ists who sued Yahoo in 2007 for
giving Chinese authorities info -
mation that led to the arrest and
subsequentjailingoftwojourna -
ists. The lawsuit has since been
settled for an undisclosed sum.

Yahoo and its founder. Jerry
Yang . faced harsh criticism from
a US congressional committee
overitshandlingofthecase. with
one congressman labelling Yang
amoral "pygmy" for cooperating
with Chinese authorities.

Googlesaysithasso farrefrained
fromofferinge-mailandblogging
servicesinChinasayingitwanted
toavoid being in a position where
it might have to hand over user
communication .

But the search giants founder.
Sergey Brin. has defended the
decision to censor Googlesearch
results in China to comply with
government regulations . saying
thathavingaccesstoanabbrev -
ated version is better than being
blocked from a full version.
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