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State Senator Martin J. Golden (R-C-l, Brooklyn), in
response to a tragic hit and run last evening on the
streets of his Brooklyn district, is calling for the State
Assembly to pass 52918/A3350, which would increase
the penalties for drivers who leave the scene of an
accident without stopping andror reporting it from a
Class A Misdemeanor to a Class E Felony.

Last evening, an hit and run happened in the Bay

Ridge neighborhood of Senator Golden's district, that
claimed the life of a Brooklyn man. It was just yesterday
afternoon that the New York State Senate approved S.
2918, introduced by Senator Marty Golden.

This legislation would also increase penalties from a
Class E Felony to a Class D Felony for repeat offenders

Local News

and hit and run drivers who injure others. Drivers who
flee from the scene of an accident where someone was
killed would face Class C Felony charges under the
proposed law.

Senator Marty Golden stated, “On the day the State
Senate approved legislation to toughen the penalties
against those who leave the scene of an accident,
another life was lost at the hands of a hit and run driver
in my district. It is time that New York State gets serious
about making sure that reckless drivers, who take
innocent lives and destroy families, face the strictest
penalties.”

Golden continued,”Each day that the New York State
Assembly fails to act on this legislation, is another

license is invalidated; and
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driving accident.
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SENATOR GOLDEN CALLS ON THE ASSEMBLY TO
TAKE THE BRAKES OFF OF HIT AND RUN BILL

L &
day where New Yorkers all across this State are walking,
jogging, and riding their bikes in danger. | urge New
Yorkers to contact their Assembly representative and
ask them to make this the year that the Empire State
stands up against hit and runs.”

“My thoughts and prayers are with the family of Amjad
Barakat and | trust that the New York City Police
Department will conduct a full investigation of this
accident,” concluded Golden.

This legislation was passed by the State Senate last year
but failed in the State Assembly. Assemblyman Steven

Cymbrowitz (D-Brooklyn) is the Assembly sponsor.

MALLIOTAKIS TURNS UP HEAT ON DRUNK DRIVERS

Approaching the end of her first term, Assemblywoman Nicole Malliotakis (R,C-Brooklyn, Staten
Island) is pushing to increase penalties on drunk and dangerous drivers. The assemblywoman
is urging her Assembly colleagues to pass A.6878, the first piece of legislation Malliotakis
introduced immediately after being sworn into the Legislature, which would create a three-
strike rule for repeat drunk drivers. The bill would attempt to curb the rash of drunk driving
accidents, which claim the lives of more than 350 New Yorkers every year, by:

= Automatically revoking a driver’s license for 10 years upon one’s third DWI conviction;
* Immediately suspending one's vehicle registration and revoking license plates while the

* Immediately suspending one's vehicle registration and revoking license plates for any
convicted drunk driver caught driving with a suspended license.
An example of drunk driving recidivism presented itself last summer when Staten
Island resident Charles Pelicone was convicted of driving while intoxicated for
a third time. Sadly, Pelicone had lost his own son four years earlier to a drunk

Additionally, Malliotakis is calling for the passage of Assembly bill 3350,
which would increase the penalties for drivers who leave the scene of an
accident without stopping or reporting it from a Class A Misdemeanor to a
Class E Felony. The legislation would also increase penalties from a Class
E Felony to a Class D Felony for repeat offenders and hit-and-run drivers
who injure others. Under the proposed law, drivers who flee from the scene
of an accident where someone was killed would face a Class C Felony

A man was killed by a hit-and-run driver this past Monday night in
Assemblywoman Malliotakis' district. 33-year old Amjad Barakat
was struck while crossing 72nd Street at Tth Avenue and died

at the scene. This happened just three months subsequent to
29-year-old Ronald Tillam being struck and killed while riding his
bicycle home from Wagner College after a late night of studying on
campus. The drivers of both cars have still not been located.
“Anyone that would get behind the wheel and gamble with the
lives of others on the road deserves to be punished to the
fullest extent of the law,” said Malliotakis. “With the holiday
weekend coming up, now is the most important time to
focus on safety for drivers and pedestrians. Whether it's

a repeat drunk driver, or a person who flees the scene of

a crime, the message must be loud and clear — reckless
drivers will end up behind bars.”

www.ghorbanews.com——
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THOUSANDS OF VOLUNTEERS COME OUT T

“Volunteers play a critical part in helping ensure our

On Saturday, New Yorkers rolled up their sleeves and dug in
to make their neighborhood parks shine. Parks & Recreation
joined Partnerships for Parks, dozens of community groups
and volunteers citywide at Parks’ largest volunteer day.
“Across the five boroughs, thousands of New Yorkers rolled
up their sleeves and donated time and energy to more than
150 projects in local parks and playgrounds at this spring's
It's My Park Day,” said Commissioner Benepe. “It's My Park
Day highlights the achievements of our volunteers who work
year-round improving public parks and their remarkable

never looked better thanks to our dedicated volunteers.”
It's My Park Day is a semiannual event sponsored by
Partnerships for Parks, a joint program of the City Parks

contribution to New York City>s green spaces. Our parks have

Foundation and the New York City Department of Parks &
Recreation. Partnerships for Parks supported more than
6,000 volunteers who planted bulbs, painted fences, cleaned
up and celebrated their communities at 150 projects and
events around the city. Dozens of dedicated community
groups donated their time to help beautify 145 neighborhood
parks, gardens and playgrounds in all five boroughs, creating
greener, safer and more enjoyable public spaces.

Alison Tocci, President of City Parks Foundation said, “City
parks have always been indispensable resources for New
Yorkers of all ages. It's My Park Day showcases not only the
good-will of community groups and volunteers, but also is a
great day to highlight some of the wonderful free programs
and facilities that our parks have to offer.”

green spaces are clean, safe, and active,” said Director of
Partnerships for Parks, Jason Schwartz. “It's My Park Day
enables new and seasoned volunteers to work together to
help strengthen, and sustain community involvement in
neighborhoods across the City.”

Partnerships for Parks supports New Yorkers who want

to work together to make neighborhood parks thrive,
strengthening a diverse, growing network of dedicated park
volunteers and groups by creating opportunities for them to
celebrate their parks and accomplishments, access resources,
become more effective leaders in their communities, and work

with government to affect decisions about their parks. .
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