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New Jersey outreach group has organized
last Friday a visit to the circassian Islamic
center in Wayne, new jersey, for more than
70 high school students , who attend the Fri-
day prayer and had the opportunity to ask
several questions and interact with the presi-
dent of the association Mehdi Afifi.

Cultural Awareness Program

Trained NJOG professionals will come to
your company, organization, or school for
a special presentation about Muslim culture
and history. After a short video presentation
the NJOG presenter will encourage ques-
tions and dialogues that will surprise and
educate. The presentation is light and fun as
well as informative.

The cultural awareness program can be com-
bined with the cross-cultural experience.
*This presentation can be adapted to stu-
dents of all ages.

Cross Cultural Experience

The Cross Cultural Experience is a special
field trip to an Islamic Culture Center hosted
by trained NJOG professionals and volun-

teers. The day includes a visit to a mosque bl ..3"'&”' Lé*’. ~
: A )t OWLaIW ow s> dogeme Cualdld

a genuine middle-eastern style lunch, and s
special welcome by a Muslim community New Jersey Outreach Groupaatali O3 iaty

leader. The Cross Cultural Experience offers & 3! 5S4 1! e Matd 3l Aasll daan))
an in-depth look into a local Muslim com- “==* (el cdla 70 e J:‘_S' g2 pLB (S 10
munity. Oy Pl Gle 158 al O A yall @gd ColS
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own. It is recommend for junior or senior SN (ng 3gae gl o )LaN g ddalea s o S J g
high school students, college students. Aelal Jesall Adball Ao yall OIS LS ... &AM
Cross cultural training LeS (dmen)l slaci walidl Al 7 ke 3%all
This program is specially designed to help 3, an as0y cas o Aneatl 3o 19 i
educators learn more about their Muslim - VWV T PR TP
students as well as bolster their cultural cur- ot >al) JSY1 £ 1930 aliine Adlall agis5 i1 2

riculum. Presenter will give you the basics Gk =0
b N TEA ] M8 ozl b9 e [
and beyond. Ask the question you always .. R AN 7= o

wanted to ask. This program is excellent for +*T21! S¥Laill guo> s Ao gz qaly o
both teachers of Muslim students and teach- <" aﬂ"«’"‘" ‘_-f_‘-.k‘“h’* Lalll fe dalalt :Labw1f
ers who teach cross-cultural lessons. s laei i Cus LY ‘-'-f‘-*“»‘f»‘_)"‘"" J gl
*This program is also suited for anyone who 224! (SN OLLAN S elBuol pgigon 2
deals in interpersonal relations such as hos- (# £ Gl Bag Adile dag)j (e pOY Ll
pital workers, law enforcement officials, s0- Sl dasg (A0 oW1 ;w1 (i Loreml) 43 dall
cial workers, religious organizations, corpo- Coos «Leadal fuias 2Ly § gudolt Al ¢ et 11
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Tel: 212-777-9199 93 Avenue B @ 6 St “@

please call

State of theartequipment| o sopoinmen

Cosmetic Dentistry  Children Dental Care

White fillings Root Canals

Teeth Full & Partial Dentures

Relines & Repairs Gum Infection therapy

Crowns & Bridges Surgical & non- surgical Extractions

=

Fmplant Restoration Tel: 718-728-7200
27-02 Ditmars Blvd FaX 7 18_728_8688

Astoria, NY 11105
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Buy your own ATM

For $1,750!

Simply sign a Processing Agreement with us and
receive a $200 rebate making the price $1550

We offer competitive pricing to all sales agents.
BUY YOUR OWN ATM
AND REAP THE PROFITS...
CALL US TODAY!
Ao el LIt cLoY dols Oladks

888-409-9658

33-42 9TH Street

Long Island City, NY

e @atmworld

BORO SECURITY SYSTEM
_SALES . SERVICE . INSTALLATION

EUAS 9 J3LH g O Momall A3 11 S yelS ﬁ#*&gu&&ﬁ%‘jm‘u
HB@@i&Mhthﬂij.@thﬂhaﬁﬂl Pyl 3}4.'!-’!
ATM il ras Lt doe 30

Professional Security and Network Solutions B S S
for SOLUTION
HOMES & BUSINESS At www.{bss.us
Affordable Prices

Call: 718- 906- 1389/ 347- 449- 4301
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Palestmum rvals invited to talks

Egypt has invited the
Palestinian rivals Hamas
and Fatah to meet in
Cairo on November 9 for
talks aimed at restoring
Palestinian unity.

“We received yesterday a
draft of the Egyptian vi-
sion for

Palestinian reconciliation
which includes a call for
a full

Palestinian dialogue 1n
November,” Fawzi Bar-
houm, a Hamas spokes-
man, said on Monday.

“Hamas has no prob-
lem in attending [such
a meeting] and we were
the first to call for Pales-
tinian-Palestinian talks to
end the internal conflict,”
Barhoum said.

The two main Palestinian
movements have been
bitterly divided since
Hamas seized full con-
trol of the Gaza Strip in
June 2007, pushing out
security forces loyal to
Mahmoud Abbas, the
Palestinian president and
Fatah leader.

Dr Abdallah Abdallah, a
member of the Palestin-
1an parliament for Fatah,
told Al Jazeera: “The
Egyptian government has
submitted its invitation
to all thirteen Palestinian
factions.”

He did not confirm if

Fatah would attend the
talks.

Usamah Hamdan, a se-
nior Hamas official, told
Al Jazeera: “Abu Mazen
[Abbas] does not intend
to attend direct talks with
Hamas and Fatah, or the
meeting being held with
all the Palestinian fac-
tions.

“But some members of
Hamas will attend this

meeting. This draft needs §

a lot of work to be a good
proposal for the Palestin-
1ans. It shows that Fatah
has a very negative posi-
tion which will not help
the Palestinians reunite
themselves,” he said.

Presidential term

The divisions between S\1"

Fatah and Hamas have

grown worse in recent !

weeks amid a disagree-
ment over when Abbas’s
presidential term ends.

Hamas has said that Ab-
bas, elected in January
2005, will cease to be
president once his con-
stitutionally  mandated
four-year term officially
expires on January 8.
Abbas loyalists. citing a
Palestinian law. say that
presidential and parli -
mentary elections must
be held atthe sametime.
which would extend his
term to 2010.

"TheEgyptiangovernment
hassubmitteditsinvitation
to all thirteen Palestinian
factions." Dr Abdallah
Abdallah . amemberofthe
Palestinian parliament for
Fatah . told Al Jazeera.

Abbashascalled forthee -
tablishmentofa politically
independentnationalunity
government to pave the
way forelectionstobeheld
at an agreed upon time.

This position was reflec -
ed in a draft reconcili -
tion plan. obtained by Al
Jazeera. thathasbeenput
forward by Egyptian m -
diatorsahead ofthetalks.

The plan calls for "thee -
tablishment of a national
consensus government"
that would lift the inte -

national blockade of the
Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip
and prepare for preside -
tialandparliamentaryele -
tions.

Israelimposed ablockade
on the Gaza Strip after
Hamas took full control.
limiting suppliesandec -
nomic activity in theterr -
tory .

Theplanalsoalsoprovides
foranindependentPale -
tinian security force with
assistancefromArabstates
and the incorporation of
Hamas into the Palestine
Liberation Organisation
(PLO) headed by Abbas.
whichisresponsibleforn -
gotiations with Israel .

Reconciliation ‘roadmap’

"Basically what the draft
entails is a declaration of
principlesthatEgyptwants
allPalestinian factions . not
just Hamas and Fatah to
signontothisdeal . . . [and]
agreetobepartofcommi -
tees that will discuss each
pointthatall factionshave
agreed on." Al Jazeera's
Nour Odeh. reporting
fromthe WestBank city of
Ramallah. said.

Thedraftisseenasa'roa -
map to reaching national
reconciliation for Pale -
tiniansandtheyhaveou -
lined them in the number
of points which we have
already heard from Fatah
andHamasandotherfa -
tions thatthey agreeon."
she said.

"Butthedevilisinthed —
tailsand wewillwaittosee
how far these factions will
goinreachingaconsensus
on each of those points.

"All factions have agreed
that Palestine Liberation
Organisation (PLO)hea -
ed by presidentMahmoud
Abbasatthemoment. will
bethepartysolelyrespo -
sible for negotiations with
Israel." she said .

Israel . theEuropeanUnion
andUnited Statesconsider
Hamas to be a "terrorist"
organisationandconcerns
have been raised that full
reconciliationcouldleadto
sanctions.
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Obama’s double-edged sword

HereinParis. asintherestofE -
rope. thereisoverwhelmingsu -
portforBarackObamatobecome
the next president of the United
States.

That'shardly surprising given the
strengthoffeelingagainstthelraq
war-.

However. European support for
Obamadoesn ttranslateintovotes
and notoriously Americans don't
like to be advised by Europeans.
especially the British . as to how
they should vote.

Obama's trip here in the su -
merwasaveritablelove-fest; but
Obamaandhiscampaignteamare
notgoing to use footage from his
visittoBerlin . wherehewastrea -
ed like a rock star. for the folks
back home.

Obama'scritiqueofsomeaspects
oftheturbo—capitalismthatwas.
foralongtime. recommendedas
medicine to the French and Ge -
mans who persisted inmaintai -
ing a manufacturing base to their
economy . goes down well here.

In truth though. his voiceisb -
ing drowned outasthosewith the
power to influence events make
decisions.

Here in Europe. it is difficult to
remember anything that Obama
hassaidrecentlythatwould make
matters better.

Whatarehispolicy prescriptions?
Does he believe. asdoes Nicolas
Sarkozy . the French president.

that capitalism must now ber -
formed?

Is he for a new Bretton Woods or
even a Roosevelt New Deal?

‘Economy stupid’

Meanwhile. across the Atlantic
—and itiscertainly truethatsu -
porters of the Obama campaign
dare not say it for fear of it being
usedagainstthem-eachtimethe
global economy and particularly
the US economy takesa hit. their

campaign gets another lift.

"We all knew that Bill Clinton's
memorable election claim of the
earlyninetiesthatit'stheeconomy
stupid’. madesense. butthistime
itreallyismakingthedifference".
saysanoldfriendofminefromthe
DemaocraticNational Committee.

And so it should in any rational
analysis of the US election .
JohnMcCainisaRepublican . and
much as he may present himself
as an outsider looking in. he has
beenanactivememberofthea -
ministration ofGeorge Bush . the
US president. an administration
thatremainedloyaltoReagano -
ics throughout.

That "economic philosophy"
brought America — and the world
— privatisation. deregulation.
"BigBang". theemergenceofd -
rivativesand . ofcourse. whatfor
some formtheunacceptableface
of capitalism. the hedge funds.

Butthenitis fairtosaythatthethe
DemocratsunderBillClinton . the
formerUSpresident. becamefe -
low travellers.

JE., shorba Newg";

In fact. thelurch towardsallo -
ingmortgagesforvirtuallyanyone
whowantedoneregardlessofi -
come. camecourtesy ofClinton’s
administration; who wanted a
shortcuttohomeownershipasa
way of cutting inner city crime.

Fortunately forObamahehasnot
beenamemberofeitheradmini -
tration . andevenbeforethegreat
globalmeltdown hewasattacking
the "trickle down" economics of
his opponent.

This puthim some way to theleft
ofEuropean leaderssuchasGo -
don Brown. the British prime
minister-.

Brief party

But there the familiar territory of
left and rightends. since Bush is
now engaged in thebiggeststate
intervention and nationalisation
programmethattheUSandpro -
ably the world has ever seen .

Suddenly . voters on both sides
ofthe Atlantic. always uneasy at
thesky high salariesand bonuses
being stacked up by bankers and

traders. butquiescentbecauseit
wasdeemedunfashionabletocrit —
cisetheGod thatwastheMarket.
have woken up.

Now everyoneis lining up to take
aim. andthosepoliticiansandpa —
ties mostidentified withtheyears
of excess are being punished .

Step forward then John McCain.
whose campaign seems already
dated . since it is focusing very
muchonthecharacterofObama.
when the rest of America is f —
cused onitsmortgages . jobsand
bank accounts.

ForthefirsttimeIwontberepor —
ing on the US presidential ele -
tions.

I can only watch from this side of
the Atlantic as many ofthemo -
ers and shakersI have known for
yearsprepare. theyhope. toreap
the economic whirlwind and see
their candidate.. Barack Obama.
move into the White House.

Iftheydo. the party celebrations
are likely to be brief.
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