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By Joseph Alexiou

Just about a year ago, Reda
Bouchefrasetouttoopenan
Arab language newspaper
in New York that he hoped
wouldshockhisreadersand
breaksometaboos.Tolisten
to hisreaders and his critics,
it seems like he has done
just that. The free newspa-
per, which comes outweek-
ly, is called Ghorba News,
andwhileitmightnotbethe
most-wellregardednewspa-
per among New York's Arab
Americans, itmight well be
the most controversial.

“Our policy is to shock the
community, to say what is
not said, re non-dit” said
Bouchefra, who serves as
editor in chief. He chooses
to run stories that some
community members find
offensive or harmful to the
image of Arab Americans.

For example, Bouchefra
said, mosques are always
asking for donations from
their worshipers, “But no-
body ever asks where the
money goes, so we wrote
about that."

He added: “The important
thing, our aim, is to have
people read and talk about
it; the positive provocation,
the negative provocation.”

Ghorba News, whose name
means “foreignness” in Ar-
abic, competes with more
established local Arab-
language publications like
Aramica and Arab Astoria.
Like many newspapers of
todayitstruggleswithfund-
ing and finding enough ad-
vertisers to cover publish-
ing costs.

But Ghorba News has a
definite edge over its com-
petitors. It has a publisher,
Abdo Almutti., a local busi-
nessman who gives his edi-
tor free rein to take on con-
tentious issues, It has also
established a weekly pub-
lishing schedule that keeps
it fresh and lively. By con-
trast, Aramica comes out
every two weeks and Arab
Astoria approximately once
a month. Ghorba, which re-
leased its firstissue on Sep-
tember 5, 2008, has printed
more than42 issues, consis-
tently every week.

Lo o1 95 daaley (s gund g A s

“The first few months were
thehardest,weweremaking
our newspaper known by
the community. Weneeded
threemonthstobuildupand
thenstartbreakingsometa-
boos,” Bouchefra said.

One of the other issues that
Ghorbatackledwasthetim-
ing of the major Muslim
holidays. “In New York and
New lersey, there will be
two mosques in the same
area,” Bouchefra said. “The
first mosque starts fasting
Monday, the other Tues-
day. It's not because of re-
ligious stuff, it’s political:
onemosquewantstofollow
Saudi Arabialn practice],
the other does not"

Bouchefra, 32, is a native of
Algeriaandspentnineyears
as a journalist there before
moving totheUnited States
in 2007, As a correspon-
dent for Algerian papers el
Massar el-Arabi and Sada
Wahrane, he worked at the
Arab American newspaper
al-Manassah al-Arabeyah,
published in North Bergen,
N.J., as well as briefly pub-
lishing El Wihda, a short-
lived paper based also in
New Jersey.

Ghorba’s front-page head-
lines stories address the
timely stories pertinent to
the Arab community, such
as the story in the June 4
issue about President Ba-
rack Obama’s Cairo speech,
“The Message of Obama
to Arabs and Muslims”
. In the June 18 issue, one
headline states: “Detective
Ahmed Nasser, president of
the NYPD Muslim Officers
Society says ‘After 911 the
communityhasbecomevic-

m

tim of fear!

The newspaper’s website,
ghorbanews.com, does not
publish individual articles
like other news sites . How-
ever, it hosts every back is-
sue of Ghorba news in its
original print layout, mak-
ing it simple to catch up
with pastissues.

Linda Sarsour, Director of
the Arab American Asso-
ciation of New York, reads
Ghorba News regularly.

“I think it has great poten-
tial-great about interacting
withthecommunity, talking

aboutevents andissuesrel-
ative to the local communi-
ty," she said. The paper also
reports onrelevantinterna-
tional news, she said.

Other publications can be
more sensationalist than
Ghorba, said Sarsour, add-
ing: “I think they're pretty
objectiveandthey put [divi-
sive issues] out there...but
| don't feel controversy is
forcedonthecommunityby
the newspaper.”

Inhisefforttobringupissues
relevant to the community,
Bouchefra also writes sto-
ries in the hopes to educate
immigrantsaboutAmerican
life. “What | try to do with
that is tell people ‘don't
trust this guy, or always go
to a lawyer and make sure
the papers are signed.”

In many Arab countries it's
uncommon for business
partnerstosignformaldocu-
mentswhenopeningastore
or some similar enterprise.
In the United States, crooks
will prey on this knowledge
and use it to steal money
from members of their own
}:ommunities, said Bouche-
ra.

Still, some people don't ap-
preciatethe message Ghor-
ba sends.

Along Fifth Avenue in Bay
Ridge stores and restau-
rants have numerous Arab-
languagenewspapersavail-
able. The owner of the Siwa
Grill, at 6917 5th Ave. in
Bay Ridge declined to give
his name but has stacks
Ghorba News on his win-
dowsill. He doesn't like the
newspaper, he said.

“They only give their opin-
ions, they don't publish
news that’s important to
us,”the owner said.

He also criticized the pub-
lisher. Almutti, who owns
severalbusinessesincluding
the 5th Ave King, a Middle
Eastern grocery at 6824
Fifth Ave.

The shopkeeper said that
Almutti uses the paper as
a way to elevate himself in
the community and seem
more important than heis.

"He used to have a column

Liorba Mews
| e _ | =
but he cannot write. Some-
one wrote it for him,” said
the restaurant owner.
he Ghorba

Still, reads

News.

"Yes, butl am sitting here all
day with the papers in front
of me, | look at Ghorba for
thejokesandtheSudoku, or
whatever,” he said.

Almutti denies the accusa-
tions of his critic, blaming
theanimosityonthesuccess
of his business ventures.

“There are some people in
thecommunitywholikeme,
and some who don't” he
said. “We've been in busi-
ness since 1999-but while
this is their opinion, they're
angry becausel openedthe
deli,” he said, referring to
the 5th Ave. King.

He is happy to know that
members of the local com-
munity are discussing it, he
said.

“That means it's a suc-
cess,” Almutti said. “l know
they're following the news-
paperbecausethey'reread-
ing it and telling you. If he's
not followingit, how can he
know about it?”

WithoutAlmutti‘shelpthere
would be no paper, as ads
never cover the total cost
of printing, said Bouchefra.
Finding the funding from
advertisersisoneofthebig-
gest challenges to the pa-
per.

“We're not committed to
anybody and we're not
backedbyanybody.Wehave
advertisements, but some-
timesthepaper comesfrom
money out of our pockets,”
said Bouchefra,
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While the vast majority of
the paper is written in Ara-
bic, there are some head-
lines written in English, and
certain ads contain someor
entirely Arabic text. Usu-
ally the advertisers are lo-
cal businesses, like halal
butcher group Bay Ridge
Live Poultry, Brooklyn and
Manhattanshishacafés,and
neighborhoodimmigration
lawyers.

Another big challenge is
readership. Most of the
younger population, espe-
cially first generation chil-
dren of immigrants, speak
Arabic but don't read it
Mostly it's the kids who
study classical Arabic in
Islamic schools that know
how, said Boucherfra.

“These are the people that
are going to lead our com-
munity,” he said, referring
totheyouth."Whentheysee
their pictures in the paper,
they feel self-confident”

Hehopestooneday publish
in English as well as Ara-
bic, he said. “It's not easy
to have a translator,” said
Bouchefra. “This is a tough
time to hire”

Almutti expressed similar
feelings, and additionally
the he hopes for Ghorba
News to become a daily
publication.

Both men have high hopes
for Ghorba News.

“When you write in Eng-
lish, then it's not going to
reach just Arabic readers,
but hopefully all Ameri-
cans. This is really great, |
hope we'll reach this point,”
he said.
http://newyorktorch,jrn.
columbia.edu/?p=705
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Business opportunity

Very busy print company in brooklyn is
looking for partnership
ready to discuss any proposal
for more information
call: 646-294-1237

M@ﬁﬁﬁdg?éjgﬁ.ﬁm&l
Oea bl () 944 MMU)JMJL&.\ JJ}@.HAJ-\.UW.U
—— ’ . Wi;g

e .u—‘
-y Mﬂim‘ﬂ L]
I EERULE

Help Wanted

looking for a bilingual secretary
arabic-english
knowledge in photography is a plus

for more information
call: 646-294-1237
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Healing by Quran & the Sunah

By brother Abu-Saad
Please call. 646-203-2788
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Ghorba credit card processing ine.
Freeictedit-card machinehicplacement

 adiy = — | We guarantee
~ give you the
[Lowest'rate
24 hours customer
service
& technical
support

1.59% card swip
1.85% key enters
2.47% rewards on gov card
0.10centsfortransactionfee
Free credit card machine

Free website

I

VERIFONE VX 670 OMNI3750~ FD 100 Ingenico 5100

Address: 6825 5th ave Brooklyn ny 11220

Business Phone: 718-680-6800 Free consultation: 347-522-2040

) e Yy} G2l (b gl il | s

Sunset o) S8

O tll d ti . 3 N S A')ii c.ma.’ul-u-ﬂl ﬂﬁ
rmoaon cs@&ﬁﬂgjﬂ @@% o el g a0 (G gy | s | i Lot
Msdficaid EMO?s s Misdicaid

el o) 5o
Miost whsnmrancss acespisd
S AL Bt 8518 O%

felesy B o5y [ty Dy ooy Sl s ot Befecdp

ORTHODONTICS FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS
BRACES FOR ALL MEMBERS OF YOUR FAMILY
QUALITY CARE WITH HEART & COMMITMENT

J9aio aosi/s - OFFERING OUR PATIENTS CUTTING EDGE KNOWL-
Ahmed Mansour, D.D.S EDGE & TECHNOLOGY FOR OPTIMAL DIAGNOSIS &
476 48 th street (corner of TREATMENT
5th Avenue), Brooklyn 11220 - PERSONALIZED CARE IN A HIGHLY PROFESSIONL EN-
3rd Floor (Elevator) VIRONMENT

- STATE-OF-THE-ART FACILITY
0% FINANCING FOR 24 MONTHS

TEL: 718-618-4945

email: sunsetortho@ hotmail.com
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Tel: (718) 833- 1152 Hours: ~

8505 A 4th Ave Brooklyn NY 11209 Mon- Sat 10:00 AM - 7:30PM NETWOR R
www.mnrelectronicsmyc.com Sun 11:00AM- 7:00 PM ANTRORZES RETAILGR
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* U.S. Citizenship Exam Preparation

New York Institute of English And Business
248 West 35th Street
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